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U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  MANUFACTURING 


MEATS  RISE  SHARPLY 


U.S.  imports  of  manufacturing  meats  rose  sharply  in  1961  to  over  596  million 
pounds  and  were  the  second  highest  on  record,  exceeded  only  by  the  record 
613  million  pounds  in  1959.    Increasing  U.S.  consumer  demand  for  frank- 
furters, sausage  and  luncheon  meats  combined  with  relatively  low  slaughter 
of  cow  and  canner  quality  beef  have  increased  the  need  for  imported  manu- 
facturing meats. 


Boneless  beef  and  veal  imports  which  amounted  to  528  million  pounds,  or 
about  88  percent  of  total  raanuf actirring  meat  imports,  set  a  record.  About 


MANUFACTURING  MEAT:    U,S.  imports,  product  weight,  I956-61 


Classification 

;  1956 

:  1957 

1958 

1959 

'  i960  ;  1961 

Boneless  beef  85  veal.. 

:  1,000  > 
:  pounds 

562 
5,532 

1,000 
pounds 

88,635 
1,7^7 
15,180 

1,000 
pounds 

285, 85 U 

17,17^ 
lUl,l+02 

1,000  . 
pounds 

i^69,l84 
^7,3^9 
96,099 

'  1,000    ;  1,000 

pounds  :  pounds 

383,861+  527,5^3 
37,306  kk,903 
21,309  23,866 

31,538    105,562    W,i^30    613,632    UU2,i^79  596,312 

1/  Since  1957  has  been  mostly  boneless,  2/  Other  canned  prepared  or  pre- 
served  meats.  During  1957-59  consisted  mainly  of  frozen,  boneless,  lightly 
salted  beef.    During  196O-61  consisted  mostly  of  cooked  beef. 
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k  percent  was  "other  prepared  or  preserved  meats,"  mostly  cooked  beef  pro- 
ducts.   Imports  of  mutton  and  goat  meat  (mostly  "boneless  mutton)  were 
million  pounds,  about  8  percent  of  the  total. 

About  93  percent  of  manufacturing  meat  imports  came  from  7  countries  in 
1961'.    Australia  and  New  Zealand  were  the  major  sources,  supplying  k6  and 
2k  percent  of  the  imports,  respectively.    Other  important  suppliers  were 
Ireland,  Mexico,  Canada,  Argentina  and  Brazil.    Several  Latin  American  coun- 
tries, including  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  and  Costa  Rica,  have  been  increasing 
their  exports  of  boneless  beef  and  veal  to  the  United  States. 

U.S.  producers  and  processors  can  expect  continued  large  imports  of  bone- 
less beef  during  the  first  half  of  I962,    Shipments  from  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  probably  will  average  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Im- 
ports from  Central  America  and  Ireland  should  increase  as  these  countries 
stress  the  exportation  of  meats.    U.S.  mutton  imports  should  continue  at 
about  the  1961  levels.    Imports  of  manufacturing  beef  are  expected  to  be 
somewhat  lower  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  because  of  an  expected  in- 
crease in  U.S.  cow  slaughter. 

The  United  States  will  probably  continue  to  be  a  major  importer  of  manu- 
facturing meats  for  the  next  several  years.    U.S.  beef  producers  are  placing 
more  cattle  in  feedlots  and  producing  more  high  quality  beef.    Also,  rising 
U.S.  demand  for  manufactured  meat  items  will  be  met  by  imports  of  frozen 
boneless  beef  and  veal,  and  frozen  boneless  mutton. 

Australia  is  the  predominant  source  of  these  imports.    Its  shipments  were 
relatively  small  prior  to  1959.    In  October  I958,  however,  the  United 
Kingdom -Australian  meat  agreement  was  modified  to  permit  other  than  token 
shipments  to  the  United  States.    In  I961  Australia  supplied  272  million 
pounds  of  manufacturing  meats  to  the  U.S.  market,  or       percent  of  total 
Australian  exports  of  all  meats.    This  made  the  United  States  the  leading 
market  for  Australian  meats. 

Australian  exports  of  beef  and  veal  amounted  to  367  million  po\inds  in  I961, 
of  which  70  percent  was  shipped  to  the  United  States.    Mutton  exports 
amounted  to  99  million  pounds,  of  which  ^4-9  million  came  to  the  United  States. 

The  increase  in  Australian  cattle  slaughter  which  started  about  I958  indi- 
cated that  Australia  would  not  be  able  to  continue  to  increase  beef  and 
veal  exports.    However,  large  numbers  of  poor  quality  cattle  were  slaughtered 
and  breeding  herds  were  improved.    Cattle  numbers  have  increased  in  the  last 
2  years  and  prospects  for  a  continued  high  level  of  exports  are  very  good. 

Australia  is  the  world's  largest  producer  of  sheep  with  numbers  averaging 
over  150  million  head  the  past  few  years.  Mutton  exports  have  increased 
steadily  in  recent  years  and  reached  a  record  99  million  pounds  in  I96I. 
Shipments  to  the  United  States  have  risen  as  more  mutton  is  used  in  U.S. 
manufactured  meats.  Prospects  are  for  continued  high  level  of  Australian 
exports,  but  increased  U.S.  production  of  manufacturing-type  meats  woxild 
result  in  reduced  U.S.  mutton  imports. 
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MANUFACTURING  MEATS:    U.S.  imports,  product  weight, 
by  country  of  origin,  1956-61 


Country  \    1956    \    1957    \    1958    \    1959    [    i960    ;  1961 


:  1,000    :  1,000    J  1,000  1,000    J  1,000    ;  1,000 

•  pounds  '  pounds  :  pounds  '  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

* 

Australia  :  3,200  5,771     31,122  258,5148  l7U,66l  272,1^+9 

New  Zealand   i^,3l6  ^7,232  155,9^^  1^5,575  120,022  1^3,651+ 

Ireland   3,735  6,353     23,670  h\,02Q  ^3,601  6U,459 

Mexico  :  5,391  12,960     69,055  38,837  37,139  ^9,558 

Canada   9,233  15,883     21,953  12,350  13,113  16,762 

Argentina  :  U,i+85  li^,012  126,850  65,662  5,097  8,781 

Brazil  ..:  —  287       2,78^^  15,202  606  2,3^3 

Other  countries  :  1,158  3,014     13,052  35,^38  hQ,2hO  38,606 


Total  :    31,538    105,562    hhk,kj,0    612,632    hh2,k^9  596,312 
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New  Zealand  was  the  second  largest  supplier  of  manufacturing  meats  to  the 
United  States  in  I961.    U.S.  imports  from  New  Zealand  amounted  to  ihk  mil- 
lion pounds,  2h  percent  of  the  total.    The  United  States  has  been  the  mar- 
ket for  about  90  percent  of  New  Zealand's  boneless  beef  exports  in  both 
i960  and  1961,    However,  mutton  shipments  to  the  United  States  were  only 
about  3  percent  of  total  mutton  exports  in  196O  and  I961. 

New  Zealand  beef  production  has  been  fairly  stable  the  past  2  years,  but 
beef  exports  have  declined.    Most  of  the  drop  was  to  countries  other  than 
the  United  States.    New  Zealand  production  of  lamb  and  mutton  exceeded  1 
billion  pounds  in  I96O  (6^7  million  pounds  of  lamb  and  391  million  pounds  of 
mutton)  and  is  expected  to  continue  to  rise  for  the  next  few  years. 

During  I961,  5^  percent  of  the  mutton  exports  went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  United  States  takes  very  little  New  Zealand  mutton  which  generally  has 
more  fat  than  is  wanted  in  manufacturing  meat. 

New  Zealand  was  the  world's  largest  meat  exporter  in  I96O.    The  United 
Kingdom  was  the  leading  market  for  New  Zealand  meat  taking  about  7^  percent 
of  the  exports.    The  United  States  was  the  second  largest  market  receiving 
Ih  percent  of  total,  meat  exports. 

Heavy  U.S.  inrports  of  New  Zealand  boneless  beef  are  likely  to  continue  dur- 
ing 1962.    Imports  of  mutton  probably  will  be  about  the  same  as  in  I961 
because  New  Zealand  has  been  able  to  sell  large  quantities  of  mutton  to 
Asian  countries. 
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Irish  exports  of  frozen  boneless  beef  and  veal  rose  from  26  million  pounds 
in  1957  to  more  than  6k  million  pounds  in  1960.    Shipments  to  the  United 
States  were  about  8  million  pounds  in  1957  or  about  3I  percent  of  total  ex- 
ports.   In  i960  exports  of  frozen  boneless  beef  to  the  United  States  were 
more  than  56  million  pounds  or  87  percent  of  the  total  exported  to  all  coun- 
tries. 

Ireland  has  the  natural  resources  to  increase  beef  and  veal  production,  and 
with  the  continued  strong  U.S.  demand  for  manufacturing  meats,  will  encour- 
age the  shipment  of  larger  quantities  of  frozen  boneless  beef  to  this  country. 

U.S.  imports  of  manufacturing  meats  from  Mexico  were  nearly  pO  million 
pounds  in  1961.    The  northern  livestock  area  of  Mexico  depends  upon  the 
United  States  as  a  market  for  its  frozen  boneless  beef  produced  from  old 
cows  and  other  low-grade  cattle.    The  relatively  high  prices  for  manu- 
facturing meats  in  the  United  States  in  I961  attracted  larger  shipments  of 
these  meats  from  Mexico. 

Canadian  shipments  of  manufacturing-type  meats  increased  slightly  in  I961. 
The  increase  can  be  attributed  to  (l)  the  relatively  high  U.S.  prices  which 
attracted  larger  quantities  of  low  quality  Canadian  beef,  and  (2)  short 
feed  supplies  in  the  prairie  states  caused  an  increase  in  slaughter  of  old 
cows  and  low-grade  cattle. 

Imports  of  manufacturing  meats  from  Argentina,  fully  cured  or  canned  meats, 
were  about  9  million  pounds  in  I961.    Imports  of  fresh  frozen  or  lightly 
salted  beef  and  veal  are  not  permitted  entry  from  Argentina  because 
foot-and-mouth  disease  virus  may  be  carried  by  these  meats. 

Prior  to  1958  imports  of  man\if acturing  meats  from  Argentina  were  fairly 
small.    In  1958  the  United  States  imported  about  127  million  pounds  of  manu- 
facturing meats,  mostly  lightly  salted  boneless  beef,  from  Argentina.  The 
discovery  of  foot-and-mouth  virus  in  lightly  salted  meats  of  the  type  being 
imported  caused  an  embargo  to  be  placed  on  imports  in  May  1959.  Manu- 
facturing meat  imports  from  Argentina  dropped  to  66  million  pouids  in 
1959,  then  fell  to  5  million  pounds  in  196O. 

Brazil  has  encountered  the  same  restrictions  as  Argentina  on  manufacturing 
meat  exports  to  the  United  States.    In  I959  imports  from  Brazil  exceeded 
15  million  pounds,  mostly  lightly  salted  beef.    The  embargo  on  lightly 
salted  beef  in  1959  stopped  this  trade  and  imports  in  I96O,  fully  c\ired  or 
canned  meats,  were  less  than  1  million  pounds.    Imports  from  Brazil  rose 
in  1961  and  exceeded  2  million  pounds. 

Imports  of  manTofacturing  meats  from  other  countries  in  196I  were  almost 
39  million  pounds.    These  came  mostly  from  Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala 
and  Honduras.    The  Central  American  countries  are  placing  more  emphasis  on 
the  export  of  livestock  products.    As  the  United  States  has  become  a  major 
importer  of  meats  and  is  in  close  proximity.  Central  American  countries  can 
be  expected  to  increase  meat  shipments  to  this  co\mtry  during  1962  and  I963. 
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